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[[Swrd Chitin Conena| 


 Aﬀerted to be a 


Chriſtian Duty : : 


OR, A. 


10 Whetein the Nature and Conkle of Yi 
Chriſtian-Conference is Conſidered ; the Rea-f |} 
ſons for Stated Conference urged with ſeve-| | _ 
ral Cogent and Strenuous Arguments ; me [ a: 
Obje&ions againlt it are __ weigh'd, and [| 


| Anſwered, 


——- 


another, Mat. 3. 16, 


ts. the 


Bible in Net gate-ſtreet,' and Jobn 4" at] 
the Bible Ir Grate: Church-Steet Price, 6. 


T ben MY that fearcd the Lord ſake often 4 : 1 


' 2 { | Many ſhall rin to in fro, and tnmldge fuths ' £ 4 
6-1 Tngregjers __ 12. 4: S 


1. 


MN. > 7208 77 {200 08 0 
TFT -F-Y :{vix; of late been Converſant with ſome 
0 _ Serioas Chriſtians, in Chriſtian Con- : 
IK ference, 1 have met with ſome ſevere 
RefleFions on that account , not ouly from.carnal + 
- People; but from Perſons profeſſing Godlinefs ; © 
who; tho they do nat, nor indeed can, deny Holy 
Conference, to be a Duty,yet they ſeem to Counte- 


* Hance none | but what is accidental a But, 1 we 


' have ſtated Lectures,ſiated Prayers, ſtated Times 
| Sy ,and the like; Why not Stated Con- 
ference? Why muſt that Duty be [aid afide, un- 
*24l (ome happy Atcident happen ? And when it 
doth happen, we muft be in a wery good Frame 
Fo0, Or elſe the Wor'1 ſhall be the Subject Mat- 
ter of the Confei cnce, and not the Things of 
God, as is too obvious among Profeſſors. ' $0 
that if we muſt have no Stated Conterences'a- 
bout Heaven, znd Heavenly Things, we are like 
to have none at all, ſo far as I can ſee. 
 T confeſs, I am not willing to Engage in any 
"Daty, 4 efponſe any C $195 for abichT cannot . 
renaer a4 Reaſon; and therefore have thought fit, 
by the following Diſcourſe, to vindicate, not only 
my own, but the Prattice of all ſuch as are en- 
gaged in the ſame Cauſe. I have enaeavonred to 
evoidProlixity,and to ſpeak multum in parvo, 
' much inlitle but if Ihave prov'd deficient Jhape 
thyChriſt ianCandoar will put the beſtConſtruttj- 
on 03 my Intentions : Bat however the following 
Arguments prevail with me ; If any be otherwiſe 


minaea, I muſt crave their Pardon for ſeeiuz | 


with wy ownEyes. Ph.latethes.. - : 


IO wow ah, 


We ; - 
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Stared Conference  Aſſerted, © praiſes "it 
- tn the Gate ; yet there is ſuch/an Uni- 


E xerll Inſealiblene ofthe great Uſe and Exeel- 


Ieucy. of this Duty, \that is. .muy- be no.Super- 
Ss: Addition to urge it again, and a80,"01 'ON 
earts and Aﬀettions, as alſo-on the Con 


- Pi: and Judgments of Chriſtians. . 


'Feaving therefore the Argumentative Part ta 


© what:is! Taiet in the following Diſcourſe, 1 will, 
way of Preface, entertain-the Reader with the 
Practical ; and zeY down, the Rules and DireCti-- 


"ons, that. may molt Subſervient to-the' due, 
_ and moit TEASE Obſervation, Uſe, and Im- 
©Provement of this-Dut uty; and-to.which the Du- 
*ty-and Ordinance is again,and on the other. fide, 
, moſt; profitable and :conducing., For all Spiritu- 
\ al;Exerciſes are in a Crochlitiog! of Graces, re- 
quiring, them for a zight Performance of thoſe 
. Puties, and returning Strength.to, and Increaſe 
of them, from the waiting on. God-in them. .. 


7. For the right, gement of . Zoly Confe-" 


rence. Chriſtians ſhould 1abonr to furniſh them- 


Ives wich all Spiritual Light, Knowledge, and 


ind That in Malice, or any Evil 


Hough the very Title of this Diſcourſe, : 
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cla, Ws” may's be Children, Howbi, 
P40 fall . Age: Vruder 
- ving Senſes exerciſed ro diſcern, or di/tinguif - 
| 4yveen--Goad and © 24, both in Points: of Judge- 
ment; {and of Practice ; that 16 they may: be 
Teachers in Holy Conferences And io in what fol- 
- lows;froni thence, That they anay abound, as 
An Spirituul Senſe or Tudgment, ſo in Utteraftcey 
. an Ability from the Holy: Spirit, ro ſpeaksin 

= Meaſure and Station, as. the Orgclesi of 
ObjeB... And-if it ſhould be thought, This is 
- AY; Encroachment on the Miniiterial Office, or 


: tendin to thruſt 1t-our : 


- \ Anſwil am fully Perſuaded; As nothing tends 
-more to: the Rehning, quickning, {tirring-up! 
Miniſterial Graces, and Gifts, iz. than Mi-" 
. wſters aſſiſting, encouraging, and being, preſent, 
as Qpportunity allows, even to a Proe/Fotal, or: 
Prefdential Emineney herein. So nothing . "will 
rail more to give an Inward, Intelligent,Con- 

- ſeientious Eſtimation, and double — AG of 
them. for -their Works ſake among allChriſtians,. 
2. To'be Full of Faith: in Jeſvs Chrij, | in; 
- which the Treaſures of Experience andAcquaint-- 
. ance with all the Dealing s of God, aid Chriſt, 
-and of his Spirit- lye ; Foen Ih God's Fulfilling 
the Good Pleufere of b bis Grace m bis Servants; and. 
_ the Work of Faithwith- Power, that the Name” of 
. the Dord Jeſus may be Glorified in' Us, and we'in 
' Him, according to the Grace of God, and of our 
Lord Teſus Chriſt ; Having the Spirit of Faith, we 
_ how to ſpeak and to declare all God has done for 
our * 


Sites Rowen 
.* our" nile both in the penegs/ off 4 
E rs. 4 oO of bisCountenance and in the Time: 
| and with-drawing ; in th&%comings 
his Spirit upon us, to promote' in Holineſs : : and 
- inthe Weakneſs we - nd, when he witt-drans 

from us. | 
Ws That we may Edyfie one another in Love, 
flowing from the Love of God in Chriſt to us, 
. and Re-aſcending in Love to Him, and fo com- 
ing down on, and to all his Servants 3 'The covet. 
img carneſily "the beſt Gifts is very neceſſary for 
;ſtian Conference, and Communion; Yet the 
: Apoſtle ſhews the more Excellent , Tranſcending 
way of Love , and the great Excellency of it; is 

ſeen throughout the whole, 1-Cor. 13. which 
\ may be called the DireRory for Chriſtian Com: 
- munion, and Conference, | 


\}F,- 


14: hat all things be mqnaged with Decency, |, 


and Order which, however abuſed to Ceremo- 


mal Additions to to: other Duties by too - many, 
_ is the Apoſtles ſpecial Dire&ion for theſe Holy 
Conferences ; That there be 'neither Confuſion 
- within, nor "Expoſal fo Contempt - w 
Thar Chriſtians inay have juſt Freedom'of Speak- 
1ng, One by One ; and' that if any eſpecial Ma- 
nifeſtation of Truth be made to any one, in any 
Poinr, there may be caretaken, thar due place 

may be'given, and Room made 'for it ; and that 


Mutual, Humble, and Prudent Judgments may. 


be made on things ſpoken ; For in all theſeCaſes, 

hte Spirits of Chriſtian Conferrers are. Subje#, 

both to them&lves within themſelves, and Mu- 
tually to the Spirits of one another. 

F. The 


without; 


I 


Fore the Really, 
_ z.The laſtDireQion,that as theDiſcourſe it Telf 
is.ſo that all theſeConferentialExerciſes way. be in - 

afi-eſpecialmanner placed under Divine Bleſ- - 

| ing 3 and the _—_ of Chriſt with thoſe, tho 
but . Two or - Three gathered together, earneſtly 

ſought by Prayer continually. | WE: 
Now {ſeeing the Artifice of Satan is to draw 

away the Duty it ſelf, by ating Ananias upon 

a part of it ; that is, its ſtated and prefixt Ap=- 

' pointments ; Knowing, that if that Guard, and 

Watch upon it be removed, The Dvty will 

quickly be loſt in very great meaſures of it; 

for as we ſay ; TI hat which is every Man's Bu- 

ſneſs, is no ones ; So that-which is the Buſineſs 

of every Seaſon, ,and of all alike,proves to be 

the Buſineſs of almof no Seafon at all ; It hath i 

none found for it; A: therefore the Wiſdom of =. * 

the great Apoſtle, and Biſhop of our Profeſion; 

'Þ' hath taken care for ſetle:! Watchmen, and Elders: ' 

| is the Miniſtry of his Word, anda fixed Day,” 

the Lords Day, for their Miniſtry, a$in Seaſon ; 

and left it to them. to , Appoint other times as 

withonk, Seaſon'; And as: He having Come- - 

manded” the Duty ' of mutual Exbortation, and 
vocation, to Love, and Good Works ; So. having. 

Appointed a. ſet, diſtin. Time, the Sabbath - 

Day, as-a Day not for our own words, Chriſtian : 

Conference comes in courſe ; He hath left it al-/ > 

- | to thEFidelity, and Prudence of his Servants, _ 

{ing me certain Seaſons at other times alſo, -- 

| particular and certain Times for it ; that there + 

| may be a Summons to it by ſuch A Ppoinerions n 


Fes, "PS po VR 4 


for %, Nownbis.poin vis iCofelintbe fol- 
lowing Tratt with oo ce Planelh Famillarity and : 
Addreſs toevery,underſtanding,and yet; with that 
Neryouſnefs,andStrength ofDiourt.andSeriouf 
neandSevour of Scripture 3 That it 15 not only a 
Perſuative to but: aParrern for ChriſtianConferente, 
ang files Divine Bleſſing | be __ it. 'T; 8. 
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vans, Printed 2nd Sal at the Bible Na. "i 


Gat ond at the Bible. Gracechurch-ſtreet. 
s Exhaltation in the. Glorigus Work of Mens 
Salvatiqn : the higheſt End, and the greateſt D-- 
mA of all Gracious Souls: By Semuet Blawer.Price, 6d. - 
, $A 'Refwtation of ſome of the ' Falſe Conceits: in Mr. 
"0p hx concerning Humane. Underſtanding, 'Toge- 
whey A The Anfwwer to the Arugnientation of Gerar- 
FD inft the Innate Idea of God, , By Edmund | 


 Ginkeime Fellow of Beliol ge in Oxford. pr, 6d, | 


" iAtre ſecond Spira, ora Soul plunged in his caſc, ' 
; Mfedred, . Being, conifors] for Backiliders;or:$alya: 
for ers in;the highefd of 'Diſpair, Being! a true 

| by artal Accoun of ome of ſome. Backing Kt ty Haniel 
Hajjord, Threpton,-in North a e, ant cy” 
was ſhew@'to him freely: ab ta few Hours - oe he' 
 departed)this Life; £5c5-7 1 Pace; Gd I*c;2 
os A  Parablogt the Tea Morin ict 1 arte Ret. ” 
he coming, and glorious Kingdom of our. Lord + 
it, plied | for _ exercifing all th 


Qpened, ap 
Holy Watetlifalneſs, With: ari/Ap 


theta ofthe Kingdom of Chriſt Withia® nn , 

appragching-Year 169% ;Wherem Tantei 4 

pal Argumeats for ch an.gxpeRatign are. briefly caught, » | 
 an#the greater Objefions Salyeted, Preſen d to the. 
| Net S 2nd Examination"o ps in Partiament. : 

I. 13. 4: Concevnbug the wheels, it [lat aged" vr þ 

in nyrbeiering, 0b ! Reqalu: ionc! i By | 7. Beverh. - 

"$1 eby yfebviens, prferomy Rechts Short-; iraprov+ oh 


more briefaud eafie method than. hath 'been ſet | 
eto ſha any heretofore, now made publick fot general 
advantage. ' By Nathanael Stringer, Price, 1s. 
Likew riſe Fou may be ſupplied with Mr. Rich's Tefta- | 
' ment, and*Vfalmns, lately Printed, and Sold at the places 


aboveſakl, - $14 ed 
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' Seared Conference Aſſerted to 


be a Chriſtian Duty. Or, A Plea. 
oy ena Chriſtian Con ference. | 


| ' Hereas Prefix'd; and Stated 
' Conference is Prattigd- 'in, 

F and about London, and 'alfo 

_ in New-Enpland, "and *elfe- 

where by ſome ſerious Chriſtians ; A. Queſti- 

- on may be Rais'd, whether it be a Puty and a 

_ Part of Inſtituted Worſhip, or not ? The 

Diſcuſſion and Reſolution of which may be of 

Unirertat profit, in all Religious Ations, 

_ Particularly in this very Cale, concermug 

* Sta ed Conference ; And' thar it is a Duty of | 
very. great Uſe, and Acceptance with God, I 

- ſhall Labour to Evince i 1 the following Trea- 

ty upon it. 


} © - Now ſeeing the Foundation of every Ordi- 


nance,or A& of Worſhip, in which we areto 
draw nigh to God, mult be found in the Word 
'of God ; The preſent Diſcourſe will'be moſt 

B Regus. 


F '6- - Stated Conference Aſſerted 


Regularly, and Safely Grounded iri a Conſide- 
ration- of the Nature .of Religious Confe- 
rence'; And then of Stated, or. Prefix'd Con- 
ference ; And how far cach'is Authorized, 
and Encourag'd by the Word of God. ; 

| Now as to Religious Conference, or Con- 
ference in ſacred marters out. of, and accordin 

ta. the Scriptures ; It 1s ſo out of all poſſibili- 
ty.of doubt ; That Indeed, the negle of it 
is the Great Sin, and Prophaneſs of 'the Ape; 
It. is: the great uſe of 'our Tongne, which is 
therefore calld, Our Glory ;, and the wholeſome 
Tongue 1s a Tree of Life, which Feeds mgny, 
and *-"mifters Grace to the Hearers, Eph. 4. 29. 
Thus David, Pial. 119. 46. Declares ; bs 
will ſpeak of the Divine, Teftimonies. before 
Kings, and will not. be Aſhamed, Plat. 37. 3o. 
He gives. it as the Chara&er of '#; Gragious 
Man ; That Fs, Tongue Talketh of Judgment : 
Seeing then Diicourſing. of Things pertaining . 
to.the Glory of God, and our. Eternal En- 
joymenr of Him, is the Duty of every Chri- 
{tian ; and J1s Priviledge, and 'Timunity al- 
fo, .It..neceſlarily , follows ; That there muſt 
- be mutual Freedom, and Liberty for Chriſti- 
ans tg {peak one to another ; For elſe the Ex- 
erciſe . of one Chriſtian in his Duty. ſball be 
an Embarraſſent upon another Chriſtian, in 
his Di charge of the ſame Duty : It is True : 
The Teaching, or Preaching, and Speaking by 
way- of Office. and. Authority is a diſtin 
Point, That this Diſcourſe doth not now In- 
| | rermeddle 


"wT's flex 7 


termeddle' with ; The proper Scope, and 
| Subject of which is the Improvement of the 
ongve, and -Speech, according to the Un- 

derſtanding, we have in Scripture, and the 
Senſe we have of 'it upon our Hearts for the 
mutual Enlightning of one another, and'the - 
Inflaming our Hearts mutually in Things Per- 
raining to the Kingdom of God, For this is 
the Great Advantage we have.in Ail Things 
| from this Conferential Faculty:; That we carl 
by it -utually Inſtru&, and Inform, as alſo 
 vagay AﬀeR, and work upon one "ano. 
ner 

| Accordingly we find in the Things; where- 
in wt have to do with God frequent menti- 
ons in $eriptore of this Conferential Ability 
Employed, and Improved ; and either 4 | 
by yehement Excitations to it, or Recor 
with Honour, and Commendation of thoſe, 
who ſo waited upon God in it; As the Apo- 
ftle, Heb. 3.13. Exbort one another Daily, leaſt 
any be bardert d through the deceiptfullneſs of Sin, 
Exhori one another., and ſo much the more, as you 
| fee the Day Approaching ; Conſider one another 
: Provoke to Love, and Good Works, Cl; 19. 25. 

And with Honour of them. who did ſo It iS * 
faid ; They that feared the Lord ſpake often, ore 
to another ; And 5 Book of Remembrance was 

- Wrizten before the Lord, Malach. 3-16, "15 
| There Remains then nothing'in goubt, but. | 
that we have not'either a plain, pofitive Inſti- 


ation of Set, prolined Confer ences ; nor 
the 
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the Pattern of-it, but only of occaſional. ... 
_ , But in Anſwer to this ;. ns even 
what hath been already ſpoken, and ſhall be 
further. Diſcourſed from Scripture; .when-we 
have clear Grounds in Scripture for the .ſub- 


Rantials of a Duty, or ordinance, It is moſt 


undeniable, the prudent, and Advantagious 
mantiagement is under thoſe General Rules.of 
Scripture, ( not to bring in, as prany have 
done” new. Ceremonies, - and fet their Poſts by 
| Gods Poſts, Under pretences of Decency, and 

Order, 1 Cor, 14. But that in choſe Things, 


that neceſſarily ariſe in every AQtion, and can- 


not" be: ſeparated. from it, as 'Time,; when 


 n& Divine Command hath Interpos'd.; .and fo 
Place, Number of Perſons 3 Set, or occaſion- 
at performances of rhe Duty; If the Duty it 


ſelf be Commanded, and not the Circumſtan- 


ez Theſe ſo far, as Inſeparable from the Du- 
ty--neceſfarily attending the Duty, are war- 
ranted by the Dety it {elf ; which gives Free- 
dom to that Natural Decency, and Order, the 
Apoſtle Commands, and yet ſhuts the Door 
on all Humane Additions under that Pretext : 
Secing then the Dury of Frequent Holy Con- 
ference is an- unqueſtionable, undeniable Or- 
dinance of God. to ſecure the obſervation of 
it by-prefixing Time, Place, Chriſtians Aſſo-. 

citing for it ; The Orderly, and Decent Ad- 
miſtration Eftabliſhd by ſuch, and: ſuch Rules, 
ought not to be call'd. into Queſtion, but are 
virtually contain'd, and are to be wiſely 
= | | _ drawn 
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drawn. out from the very Doty and Ordi- 
nance it ſelf ; A great Inſtance of this] would 


give,viz.of the Circumſtances beingComprized 


- in the Duty it ſelf is, I Chron. 37. 1. David by. 


Divine Revelation underſtood ; God would 
have, as a Type of the Glory of the Goſpel 
Church, and of the 1Vew- 7eruſaulem, that ſtate- 
ly. Fabrick of the Temple, in the Place of 
he Tabernacle, and jts Curtains ; This He 
asa Prophet, and by Intimations of the Di- 
vine Spirit -in ſome Foregoing Oracles, and ' 

Particularly to Himſelf knew ; This nbſtantial | 
of the Divine Pleaſure being known to Him, 
He argued to the moſt probable Appearance 
of Things, with Relation to the Condu& of 


' ſo great a Work; "That He ſo eminent a 


Prince, Rais'd up by God as a Type of Chriſt, 


* After his own Heart, and that ſhould do All bis. 
Pleaſure, Was the Man, that ſhould Build his 


Houſe, and a Temple to Him ; And tho it in- 
deed was ſo, That He miſ-apprehended-in that 
very Particular ; Yet becauſe the ſubſtance.of 
the Duty was according to the Divine Will, 
and that the Heart of David was upright” and 
that He.deſign'd the Glory of God, and.in his 
Love, and Fear ; It- was Graciouſly. Actepted 
of Biin in Chriſt. ear wn." 
And this comes -Hdme to the Point, we are 
uPon ; That when the ſubſtantial Duty is of | 
Divine Inſtitution, The modelling of thoſe 


Circumſtances, that are not Determin'd by the 


appointment of. God, and yet muſt be 'De- 
termin'd, or the DPuty cannot be per forin' , 
NO? 
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rtrination of tlikm; Aid when this is 
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the Graglous Aſliſtance of the Divine Spirit, 
and with Sincerity, and Uprightneſs of Hearr, 


each Defined by Him. _ 

. Nor can Things thus Regulated be Accoun- 

ted among indifferent things ; Becauſe the 
Snbfrance and Fundamentality of the Duty is 
of Divine Appointment ; and becauſe the ve- 
ty Circumſtances in many, in moſt Caſes of 
Divine Service have ſuch a preference, and 
Cigibleneſs by the very Impreſs Divine Wiſ- 
dom hath, ſex upon them, They are not 
meer Indifferents. And thus in Holy Confe- 
rence, Seeing, the main Duty is Commanded 

| beyond. all denial, And then ſeeing, . thoſe 

— Actions, that have Time, and Place, and a 


EOUary them, are much more certainly Tran- 
acted, then what lie at the mercy of all In- 
certainties, ſo this Duty of Conference lying 
among many Hindrances, . and Diſadvantages, 
1s upon {ncertainty z But this fixacion is in its 
own Nature, a means appointed by God for 
 - the aſcertaining of it; And therefore. it is be- 
yand and .abore the Level of Indifferencies, 


% 


as ſhall now be further Argued. - pig 
| tk. Thoſ: 


. --D Stated | C onference Aﬀerted | 
'Infirittiok, obfervt without oor 


th in the Blood of Chriſt, and by 


It is. then, ' as. truely an Ordinance of God, 
and the Attendance upon it is a Duty- of his 
Worſhip, accepted in, and. throngh Chriſty 
As if The particular Circumſtances had been 


tertain Number of Perſons Refolv'd' to Ne- 


{ 


> Worſhip of 
to enforce 
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ro Stated C onference Aﬀerted 


nar "the | Inſtirition obferv'd without our 
Petermination of them; And when this is 


done in Faith in the Blood of Chriſt, and by 
the Gracious Aſſiſtance of the Divine Spirit, 
and with Sincerity, and Uprightneſs of Heart; 


It is then, as truely an Ordinance of God, 


and the Attendance upon it is a Duty of his 
Worſhip, accepted in, and. through _ Chriſts 
As if the particular Circumſtances had been 
each Defined by Him. ns 

| Nor can Things thus Regulated be Accoun- 
ted among indifferent things ; Becauſe the 
Subſrance and Fundamentality of the Duty is 
of Divine Appointment ; and becauſe the ve- 
ty Circumſtances in many, in moſt Caſes of 
Divine Service ' have ſuch a preference, and 
Cigibleneſs by the very Impreſs Divine Wiſ- 
dom hath ſet upon them, They are not 
meer Indifferents. And thus in Holy Confe- 
rence, Seeing the main Duty is Commanded 
deyond all denial, And then ſeeing, . thoſe 
Actions, that have Time, and Place, and a 
certain Number "of Perſons Refolv'd to Ne- 
gotiate them, are much more certainly Tran- 


ſacted, then what lie at the mercy of all In- 


certainties, ſo this Duty of Conference lying 
among, many Hindrances, and Diſadvantages, 
15 upon Incertainty z But this fixation is in 1ts 


own Nature, a means appointed by God for . 


the aſcertaining of it ; And therefore it is be- 
yond and abore the Level of Indifferencies, 
as ſhall now be further Argued. - He 
| Fhoſe 


ha ag Fixd Chriſtian n Contec: 
E indifiereat . Actions, are miſguide (it 
being .of a higher ( Safle 'than indy ent A 
ons) as Tuting the Pivine Stamp. emat. ( 

not in, expreſs 'Terms, : yet.  raited -) 
Aod, L-think+ hes ral, | Genuine CNN. wnd 


5 [4 » 


by ab rp! mpg Or in. | che Worlly of FO that 
k: '©/00. Verbal Precept to enforce theme to 1n- 
ſtance a few... l 
1 .know of no ex; preſs Command, for:Mini=' il 
ſters36 Preach' res kngle Text of Scziptyre; Ul 
or, Tor .. the Method generally ped in-Preach- 
ing: | 
For making Two Prayers, or one, or more, 

at. every Sermon ;, for Preaching o on&-2, Day, or 
Twice; for Communicating once- a# fonth,.or 
EY 'Or leſs : What Verbal Precept Sree 
for + Singing David's, Pſalms with- Artificial 


; 1a. like Circumſtantials j in uſe among 
ordd, that have no expreſs, Precept to 

E- back them :: But, . 

| Theſe, d ſuch like Circumſtances: of Time, 

| Plage: and rhoa, are ,left to the* Pr ial 

| ement of Chrif3zans, who ought therein 

= to. CEP. as:clole tothe Sacred. Oracles, as poſſible. 

j Ant this very way of Arguing, 81 abyndant- | 
| ly- clear and countenance what. I contend for, 

'| Wk Stated Lonfereuce. Nay, further, *Theres no 
| Verbal Precens.4 For changing. the Sewenth-Day 
| Salthath-; Whh Prjer warrantable Praftices among 

| | Sober 


: b #..Cht 
= a "gd 


\ ag s 3s vt 


= q: 
1d:comb) un 


'# oy be « Chriſt "_— D 


that Chapter, when & Atheiſt, Propharhvel 
tempt "God and Rel ik Prob fi | 
God's true Fearers were frequently found in | 
this Praftice : And Pray, Is not our "Age a RE | 
parallel JunAure?_ li 

_Doth not Atheiſm, Deiſm, Ouateriſm, $5 
oManiſm, Arminianiſm, &C. Superabound | a- 
wy us, with all manner of growing Pro-' 
nefand Im piety ? 

ret is it not [then] the Duty of Gracious 
Souls to Convene together, as often as con: 
veniency will permit, to ſtir up, and exhort 
each other, to adhere to the Cauſe and Tretlt 
briſt, 1a ſo declining an Age, and to give | 
each other a Lift Heaven-ward. | 
The Text ſays, They ſpoke often one to an9- 
ther ; Which argues, It was not meerly occ:- 
fional, or accidental, ( as ſome would hear us 
i hand) but rather prefixr and appoint * 
For the Text ſeemsto imply, That [ow they 
| were oftner at this work than hererofore ; 

' which plainly denotes a Previous Deſign. © 
1 know ſome Men would fain make. wh 
Scripture to' intend no more than Preaching, 
and M Cy Ing at the uſual Solemn Aſſemblics* 


© This is a manifeſt offering of violence to 
the; Text, by forcing it to Speak in their Di- 


Ls 


the Sp peaking often one to another clear- 


apligs.s ge Conferring ; but, there” is 
ihr Canferring in TG, or hezrir's 7 


the 


Es for there only... ug. 
fend ; thetbfore fe 
k be i 
A bit Fembies * 


ſo proper yo a Ve of this Nablre : 'Yur 
the-Text more tacitly, jr BD: That. = 


who were thus Cony ' were a, Sele 
Number of Holy Ex) Fienc'd Souls, Full 
Zeal for, God's" Glory, and Love to each o- 
ther ; being under the. Sacred Tnfluegces of 
the ſame Spirit,” Exciting. and Stirring them 
up, . to ſequeſter themſetyes from the World, 
and from, Sinners; that they Wi ght Ule wore 
freely 'and” mutually - courſe of Divine Wat- 
ters, to. each others Edification, and tweet *$a- 
tisfaction. M 
And though 


 haye no explicate Accoung 
of Whip hey f when n thus met. together, 
yer we ns Ay con "3 (+ was he Liiſngs 
of S Sq pertaluing to His Kin? i 
things that had a pe Rd Ten p45, to ad- 


yance His Glory, and their trueſt 590 or 
the $A" (Speaking. in our Dj Pee) a) faith, That. 
the Lord d. bearkenes "7a. beard: et oe fr 
notice of the Perſons, and ma what "y 7 


that which. crowns all, he highly approves of 
berein ; and of this their ?P hes "pp Ye yp. 1 
*The bleſſed God Tethis tot mate, 
theſe Per De ad. their pling 
ter, was ſo erat eall him,- 
He® APE So pleas 
TRPUgS ane _ 


is were i forkatugior negletted, theſe 
Eres ure:to.be Remembered by him -for 
Words iniply, 2. 16. And a:Book 

of Remembragce was* Written before him... 

"This Book of REmembratice is ſaid to be 
before. him, tis-ari alluſiowto the PraQices of 
Men.” 

- Who, when they intend any ſpecial favour 
| for their Friends, keep their Caſe ſpread be- 
fore "them, that they w_y be Itill * afreſh in 
their Remembrance. . * 


Sometimes, they will tye a ſtring about their 
Finger, :leaſt. multiplicity of Buſineſs, 'ſhould 
diverr:their Thoughts, now our tender hear- 
d&Lather, ſcems to* ſpeak in the fame Lan- 
| gage, Eſa. 4 9.116. Behold, 7 bave graven 

thee" on the Pali 'of mniine ' Hands, Thy As are 
continually before me, &c. 

©Not, 'that the Infinite Jehovah needs any 
thigg'to Remember himg«he may as ſoon-for» 
_ get himſelf; as his Children; ; Bur he-is pleaſed 

{5op to our .Capactty, and to liſp torus. 
in our own 4iale&t, thr he might om Je 
berter: inform and allure us. Tr 
\ It was. Written befors Him, "ror; - "ok 
ed in" Haven, and: recorded” in | row el 
and declard to all the World. how: | 
my Ee rare 


the ſequel is; 
nd he *thew, "ubie Man fparerb bis Sor 
tet ſarves ion.) neck, he Cs 


among 


we p To 1 OT Sf "> 
. 
T | | 
| 
: 


L £H LO; | ian D Mt: "8 But nn Gone: 
,  . See again, Heb. Let us conlitler one 
: another to: provoke uato Love. and Good 
 Works,: not. forſaking:the--afſembly of our 
ſelves together,.as-the manner of ſome is, and 
fa much-the more as weſce the day approach- 
ing ; ; Probably,..chis Text  mainly-integds the 
- publick Aſſemblies, (yer not Excluſive: of. 0- 
thee) ) .that have a like tendency, for "tis al- 
low'd in Orthodox, Divigity.; that Script 
may be takeg in the largeſt Senſe, ſa-long.: 
It agrees with the Analogy of Faith and there- 


poſe. 
Fax-the conhderi {one another) to pro- 
voke to Loyeand xs Works; ſeems ta:de- 
_ nate a mutual cate, of: adviſing, ..and./Exhor- 


vey tio! of, Chriltian. Conference. - 


_ Companions Re mos you! ilm, 12: 
Thiy that fear thee {{gith he) will be-glad,” when 
#hey fee me, ( Andlt-fo) the-pftnen they: meet, 
the better... For as Burning Cogls put toght 
impart beat to each other, which occaſions 7 


POS > (but) if ata 


fare this Text is appliable to our prefaat@pur- 


ting each other, whictt-falls-under the Dn 


"_m— 3 


an » Foo uping ge tho Ne bo hear a Gs, 
or two; once a : Week, -they come away juſt as 
they went; fand -perchance think all the reſt 
"as "ol as themſelves). whereas, if- they. fre- 
quented Chriſtian Conference, they would ſee 
when Pro reſs ſome-. make, in choice 
Expet ignces, and Communion-with God. And 
this would ſhame;them - 0"t -of - their” doyng 
Ronnd, and Pr rovoke their diligence,. © - 
_— rthly;: r might be vreod; front Zuk.24. 
When -the- two - Diſciples- going to -Fqnaus, were 
Cammuning of the longs of -Cbriſts X ingdom 


Chriſt appears and Communes with then, 
And whatit there had been-more in Compa- 


- mp?1 z* the greatneſs of the Number of- 
--Sajnts. doth: not - hinder ' Chriſts: Maniteſta- 7 

s. tions,- * 

Bvt (ſay our Oppopents) this was an ceaſe 

you! MSi96.200 Conferring,and nor prefixt, 

ned, 4. Anſwer, up Objection 1 is for 

# bextor Argumy For,” 

E bye it meerly accidental) yering an 

- can infer from thence, that-if it had- beeryge- 

ned; they had miſs'd of that mercy. 

..+-?Frs m7 ei-Scriptural concluſiong (anda 
wad one).'to* imagine; that my ' deſi 


' | - -ſeek- Go# ſhall fruſtrate my Expefiztiog.of of 


” finding him. And 


- "Nd Wn thoſe Maniteſtations, that 
Hol FSonls:may ara do og in their ore pri- 
(Voily not Drohibit - but” rather Entourage - 
ens of xhoſe matters mare pub- 

y $9 th 99 =: 

- Arg. 5. The'main'cyrrent” of Holy Writ, 

; Sq is 'way;"( 'Vtz'Y Doveione another, comfort 
. off" another, built up, "txhort- Coltncel, "and Ena 
 conrape one another.” *1\need not "quote Scri 
Tyres to proye'matrer of 'Fa&t, finaginbthi 
is more evidefttr Now-all thoſe NR 1 
fions donot 'only enjoyti”the thing, but alſo 

thoſe means gw mo — *that/ bave an apti- . 
valle and-tendency to" effet? it ; "Bat Chriſtia 
Confer&hce hath ; a $a tefidenoy to off 
ſach an End, chr Chriftian Conference 
is a '"uty. 
-» Sixthly, 1 might #rgne from the praRtiſes of 
Private Chriftians': . Feonfeſs, whelfFread the 
 FTives/and Living Examples of the "Apoſtles, 
aad firſt Chriſtigns, I can bardly forbear. _ 
Ing, that I had liv'd in'that Golden'iA 

* Oh, the' Love to: each other, OO 
Teal, "he ſhiningurity, which in this! 
e1can ſeit [e bf We arE hot upon Hoy 
ng bat a ſorry World ;" Nay, come dowh 
Aiattver. mn ifrer Cedturits and what more 'e- 
vident from Church Hiftory,"then'theirtfre- 
*quient Conventions, their Gaal 'Exhitting : and 
*Bulldin# vp orie another, thei” Vizgils "(or 
* Night Meetings) mn ſcaſon, out of _ Tt 


'only 


 Fromon 5 ENG that.our Wil 


. 


oh LG og 
.cangart. gut, 


un pe) when there i 
ulions of t & Sp es Fo vere ont 
ſhall yet be 
a new Face PE thin 5 ſhall 
llyg.in the Church © 


a Fritfyl; icld, and. | 
appear; Ef} 


(the Lord haſten It 10 his fime.) Now Chri- 
of Preludium, to - 


ſtian Confers ce is ug © 
ays 


thoſe expettc dHalcyon- 


may be ſaid 


. to forward them (at leaſt ſo 4% forth) as pra- 
PELMEA KY conduce to ſuch.an End. - 


om Argument might beg 


58”, "che. 1 Nature of "Chriſtian Conference. - 
For, 
Pig] 1 mutual conferiiis about the. things | 


of God, things of the greateſt, moment, things 
of . Ejeruh | Conſequence, the bbjef matter of 
which.g poly is, /1z; How may I Glorifie 
God'1 = 


my ſelf to be Spiritually alive ?, How may 
tingut Wet COMMON graces, and- avapg 

grace ? Q! may b de Jaid to AQt Faith. 
Or, $54 #10 , between . raging 

Corruption, and. ! EO ? Or, what.,,are 


the inoſt proper means, to mortify. 2 ſpecial 
' Sn? 


Witt navy other Queſtions of like LN 
Ort,... w 5 nd WIWEY Peoges oh A 


Fits 34 a7 


And . 


— aton. ? Or, how may 7 knop 


own >  Whi 
*ro others, altho- 


\citared to ſpeak: much. to dificari 


; Know edge, may improve by 


| Sing: 


SMC nf 
pI is not every | 


in'thoſe tarters? 7 ve 076 Soy S. Ba nt ions 


cern him? ('Tis true) there ate*rnay 
Books that reſolve theſe, and fuck liks 
"thoſe Books, nOF time | en, "= 
- What, tho © ry individual $4 ar, be 10 
tre ſuch ion =: Ek ; of his 
oftime$ is of great 


*- But, ; | 
Tho ſome. private Chiviftians 


doth. not follow, that none are an | 
God hath given ſome large 'T alegs to be int- 
ploy«>this way, | 
So. thoſe that have but a 4mall $! 


That. Hath more, for the Wiſe God ©! | 


iy am. 
riſtian Conference (ig 2 wy Na- 


ure ao the thing) is-an apt means,” .Condy- 


"cing both to "Knowledge and Experience 


"Therefore it is a Chriſtiag' 
' Eighthly : In Godly Conference, there is 


"room for Godly Perſons, to Communicate Ex- 


eriences to cach other, this is pageaiablyar 


incumbent IE {£2 
For God doth not votchſafe thoſe cio 
Keynes to any (meerly) for Private uſe, 


but that 1 mg comfort others, with the fame 
com- 
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Comforts wherewith I my ſelf am Comforted, 
Holy. Davjd diſclaims hiding God's loving 
Kindneſs in his Heart, and therefore calls the 
Saints about him to declare, What God bad done 
The beloved Diſciple begins his Epiſtle, 1 oh: 
I. 3. That which we bave ſeen and heard (faith he) 
that declare we unto you, that you alſo might bawe 
ip with us, KC 
is the Duty of God's Children to talk of- 
his Salvation from Day to Day, and to make 
mention of His Works with - Rejoycing, Pal. 
Tos. and 107. with multitudes of other places. 
And indeed, this is one end of our Conver- 
ſion, That we ſhould be to the praiſe of His Grace 
Eph. 1. 12. My Experience is fed, that I 
might feed others : So Chriſt to Peter, Luk, 22. 
When thou art converted, {| recovered from thy 
Fall, and healed, then ffrengthen thy brethren. 
The Lips of the Righteous feed many, . ſaich Solo- 
mon: So Matth. 13. 52. Every Scribe well in— 
ſtructed unto the Kingdom of Heaven,-.is tee a 
Good Houſholder, that. brings out of tus'Treas 
ſures things New and Old. . DION + 
And this holds good, not only of Miniſters; 
but of every individual Chriſtian : For eyery one 
miſt give an account of himſelf, and Talents 
oo Sharkey could Soy; 16 Ly 3, aud lay 
\ Heathen could ſay; .We lay 1, and lay up, 
that we may lay out, for the geod of many. Now 
Spiritual Experience is an "4 Talent, and 


Qugnt 


wi; EY 


F c ce". 4j a 1 | 
ghit tobe _ [But econ ty 1s 


Imprav 
ba on EF to declare to thers, how Gratlous 
d hath dealt with me, a8 before; 
ws itifo doittg, T'indice thein to bleſs God | 
on. my , account, and enconrape thent” to Con- 
fp 3n” his Goodaks,” Aany ſha for it, and be 
glad, faith the Palmiſt, and ſhall truſt in the 


But to be Silent, robs Him of His Glory, and 
more tacitly denies His Favour, And at once, 
gives His Word and Works the Lis 
" I confeſs, 1 have ſometimes admira, That 
Goſpel-Miniſters do not intermix their Dif- 


courſes mote with their own Experiences, it be- 
Ine oft-times of excellent uſe. Goſp pel-Mi- 
nifter mean not Any,but theſe DO hoifear God; 


For;ſhould T'call oth! Goſpel- Miniſters, I ſhould 
ſcandatize them, . by calling them what they 
not be calPd. - 
find* too many - Preach vp the -4riiniar 
Points, Free-Will, / Ys Staſpon, _ Falltvg from 
Grace, Conditional Ele&tvon ; with * a deal of the 
ike Ftrooradx Stuff, being the Spawn of- Pela- 
ius, - Arminius Socinus, and their , Erroneous 
' DN Bot what's the Chaff to the Wheat, 
Bith the Lord? Tis vain Theres that theſe 
en fhonld Preach their Experiences, becauſe 
hos [m1 none z or if any, Ge doubtleſs tnuch 
 liketheir: zrine. But by Goſ -Minifters, 1 
. mean ſuch holy Men as reahy erſtand the na- 
ture bf th Gola, an nd of the New Covenant, 


call 


Sltahimathn xe "0: yea of what? rty.0 
Perſuaſion {0 eyer, if, Orthodox in. Jud x D 
and-Holy.in Conyerſatign, that Preach 
Crucified/Chriſt, and Free Grace in him, 
'Foundatjon of all Obedience; Theſe I: cal fer 
pel-Miniſters, - Now 1 wonder that theſe Men 
6h: 3-NO more of their own Experience : For, 
| is a commaon/Obſervation, That thoſe eDiſ- 
—_ that Savour-molt.of inward Ee 
are more Influential andWarming, Than hoſe 
That are.more Scholaſtick, wanting that. Expe- 
rience;; For what comes. from the Heart, reaches 


It; 


And it .is further granted by Miniſters, 2nd 
others, that ſome private Chriſtians have a "Tich- 
er Stock of. Experiences, then Miniſters genes 
_ . rally have: For oft-times. a private Chrs/th 
hath the Thing treated of, whilſt the other hat 

it only in Theory. Now Chriſtian Conference'; IS a 
Proper Seaſon for ſuch as are ſtored with Expe- 
Tiences, to communicate:them to . their Fellow- 
Chriſtians. And 'therefore ſuch Conference is 
the more _a Duty. 

Ninth. Argument. for Stated Conference. may [be 
taken, —_ the uſual Praftices of Men -in Ciyi 
Afﬀairs; z they -have their Stated Mectings, an and 
Prefix*d Cabals, to concert Meaſores about: Te: 
rene "Things z they. have .their Succeſſive Cl 
to ingratiate themſelves: into each others Ac- 
_—_— in order to promote Trade zd 


rience\in their reſpe&ive Imploy 


Why muft the Childron of the Worl/9e full wile 
D 2 an 
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than-th en of Light ? Or, why reckon, 
cious Ren take the-moſt proper 
with reſpe&t ro the: other World « 
1 do, with reſpe& unto this \ Act -*\ Inang 8 
_ We he "Merchants, and others of the ſame 
trey,” when Negotiating in Foreign Parts, 
covet to meet their indeared Country-men, who 
eak-in the ſame Diale& with themſelves, that 
they may have a little Diſcourſe of their Native 


And ſhall not Heaven-born Souls, who Tra 
fick in Heavenly Things, covet asmuch to meet 
their Fellow-Travellers, to have a little Diſ- 
courſe of their heavenly Cont: , and talk one 
with another in the Canaan... 
I think it carries' the Fo fo.of an Argument, 
when duly ; applied 
©. Anot] "9" is, The various Gifts 
d Qualifications that Infinite Wiſdom hath 
good, to beſtow-on ſome private Chriſti= 
ns _ ofe noble Talents oor not be hid'in a 
Napkin, but 'us'd and improv'd in that way and 
ng, unto which they naturally tend, And to 
fed doth Edmond Allen. the Martyr, ' ex- 
himſelf ro the Popiſh Biſhops, who accuſed - 
r-Inſtruting the” Peor Mes "(be being no 
- but: a Miller ; ) But the bleſſed Martyr 
f indicate his PraRtice of Inſtruding the 
: Foy, ſaith he, 1 bave both the vo 
} and E xample of ny Lord and Maſter, ' to' do 
al Good 1-can, inmy Generation. For (faith 
he, in fie Vindication) what availeth it. for me to 
by Talen- jf 7 muſt not uſe the? What 4 
Varlet 
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HOG a9e-to he Food, LI - none 2 
or Apparel, but -muſt weax- none? What ſignifies it 
w_ good Lawyer, and utter no Law; or Wow 
Phyſician, and pratfice on none? 

What, faith he, ſhall every Artifier be | cog 
mended for protiſing bis Art, a ſhall Tao 
ſtian be prohibited and di ſeommended. ? 

Shall -norance be condemn*d in a!] Sciences, Sow” | 
yet Countenanced- in Chriſtians? The- Story. B 
worth Peruſal. See Aﬀs and Monum. 2 Vat. 
P- 794- 

tcould inſtance ſeveral others from Martyro 
logies, to the ſame cffet, whoſe Examples would 
prove more, than we need. | in this Matter, as 
might cafily be evinced. And, 

Surely, thoſe Precious Martyrs were no En- | 
thuſtzfts, nor led by a blind ' Zeal, that were fo 
forward in PraGtices of this Nature, that it, coſt 
many of them their Lives, as is evident; 
Church Hiſtory ; Now: (if any Miniſter. or: the - 
Goſpel). or Felvats Chriſtian., be; poſitively 
againſt this way of Conference, which Lcon--. 

tend for, methinks-ſugh-a one might do well,:to 
ſhew Cauſe for ſo manifeſt a difſonary;; trom. the 
PraQice-of ſuch Holy Souls before mentioned; 
And the concurring Conſent of ſo many Ortho- 
dox Divines, who highly approve of this Duty. 

Such a Miniſter, in-all his Studies, never'yet 
found a Prohibition in Sacred Writ, to dere: 
from-this Practice of *Chriſtian Conference; an 
therefore his diſlikes is: but - a poor Argume 

for my neglect of ſo known a Duty. ' 
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; The Parable of the Talentsis ſo far Fran pro- 
Hibiting, that'it ſtrictly Enjoyns the - uſing-and 
SmAproving of all our Talents, to our» utmoſt 
Capacity, atth. 25. 30. An Inſtance- me- 
inks; ſhould-make Men afraid of being unpro- 
ſtable themſelves, . or -of rendring others ſo;-by 
hiding their Talent in a Napkin. And} doubt 
the profiibition of a Miniſter will prove-but a 
lake Excuſe, for the Now-imployment-'of may 
Nerits, when I come to''give an Account for 
them, unto Him who is the Donour. But: truſt 
to it who will, Twill not; eſpecially-ſince T'am 
to follow Paml, no further than he follows 
Thrift, 1-Cox. It. T1, 'I could never yet findithe 
Apoſtle blaming his Hearers for getting Know= 
JTedge, or prohibit them from uſingit, when got; 
For then, in a Senſe, they had as good'have been 
without © Sls 
"But he blames them for their nou-proficiency 
in both, Heb. 5. 12. Te have had time enough, 
ith he, to bave been Teachers of others, - Hence, 
It Feems, Paul here allows what 1 contend. for, 
"if not more: And therefore, thoſe:thar would 
KL bid private Chriſtians to uſe their Talents/to 
- Edification, ſeem . to- favour of another Spirit, 


- every-where preſſes, not only Miniſters, but the 
"hole Body of Chriſtians, to'covet earneſtly the 
Wins. and chiefly thoſe Gifts and Qualifi- 


*8*he Churchs and Edifying to one another ; 
which i is plain from T'Cor, 14. throughout, and 


n other laces. 
ke Gu n n Now 


"v4 cf was found in this great Apoſtle: For Paw, 


jons which ſhall-render them the more uſeful 
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Now to-what end ſhould:Chrifti 


: end f tions ſo carneſt- 
ly covet theſe things, if they muſt not uſe them; 
2or, if they muſt only uſe them accidentally,;and 
not otherwiſe, ſurely this is no Scripture-Cba- 
.cluſton. 7 B0ELs . 
. But fay; our Opponents; Yes, you may wſe 
them in your Families, $5 
"1 Anſwer. But what if I have no Family: 
Or, if 1 may uſe. them there, blo | 
*where?: if -T may Edifie a few, why not many > 
Is 'not' a greater Good preferable to a leſſer? 
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29; Would-to God all the Lord's ſervants were ro 


"Where doththe Scripture prohibit me but to my 


' Farnily, or to, a le{ſer Number? And if the 


Scripture do not; What ſolid Grounds hath any 


| -Man forſucha Fontan? | 
This is unlike Self-denying Moſes, Numb. 1 1. 


-phots , and that He would put His Spirit upon them. 

But if any 14niter, or other, will pretend "to 
affirm, That Chriſtian Conferences, or ſomething 
-of like Nature, in which private Chriſtians may 


and onghtto uſe and impart their Gift for-Edj- 


fication"**more publickly, than in their private 
Families: I fay, whoever aſſerts, That ſuchia 
_ publick way of Exerciſing a Chriſtian's Giftss 
not warranted from Scripture, I would ſead/him 
'to that, 1 Coy. chap. 14. eſpecially verſe 13, aud 
verſe 31.- and deny him to give me any toler- 
able Senſe* of that, and of many ſach-like Sevi- 
ptures, 4f ſuch a Duty as I contend for, be ex- 
cluded, + "as; DO Fe ab 
See again, 1 Pet..4. 10.- As every Man bath re- 
ceived the gift, even ſo miniſter-the Jame one +a 
| not 


worthy i & & 
. i . 


 - #other, as good Stewards of the' manifold Grate of | 


. ;;From this Text *tis-evident, That eyery true 
. Criſtian hath received ſome Gift, Qualificatio 
or Ability, which may be of uſe to others; an 
:{ the Gifts of others may be of uſe to him; and 
therefore the Apoſtle Exhorts every Man that 
hath received ſuch Gifts, to exerciſe them in 
- Miniſtring, or Communicating of them to each | 
_ - other; intimating, that this was one great end + 
for which they were beſtowed; and I know of | 
- No fitter Seaſon in which a Chriſtian may exerciſe 
| his Gifts to. better Advantage, than in Stated 
Chriſtian Conference : And whatever undue Re- 
fleftions ſome Perſons may caſt upon this Chri- 
tian PraQtice, through Ignorance, Prejudice, or 
Self-Intereſt, yet the Apoſtle makes it a Cha- 
| raQter of a good Steward of the manifold Grace 
'of God, as above; and therefore I think, thoſe 
Men that forbid this Praftice, do manifeſtly 
contradict the Senſe of the Apoſtle in this Scri- 
. pture. See Poo's Aunot. on the place. 
Eleventh Argument for ſuch Conference might 
; bez Becauſe it hath an eminent Tendency to diſ- 
el and ſcatter the Fogs and Miſts of Ignorance 
that are found, not only among carnal People, 
/ but alſo among Perſons really Gracious. 
I have known too many Standing Profeſſors, 
. and - Communicants, that know not: the differ- 
. ence between Juſtification and Sandtification ;, be« 
tween the Covenant of Grace (they ſo often hear 
..of ) and that of Works; Now this is a great 
- ſhame, .and blame-worthy among Chriſtzans ; 


alde © to > Ouakerifer Ae ot Rent :rtful Ertorsyi/- 
© E-have'heen! gr with variety fare us 
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ree:Grace nod w me out of thi at 
ion, as David calls.at, 
{0 mo -:Þ Th Yuch- coveted -to be Conves- © 
fin with doubting, troubled'Sovls ;- and I'have'! 
_ often found, that a great deal of their Troubke, 
ald diſmal Concluſions, ' have proceeded from 
| Error In er gment : 'Poor mi caken Creatures 
conclude, ;Thavthoy Aero os and 
are _—_ #7 D NIC gm this prrkaw: 5 
from their fame A the co & of- the 
I hr fork] cry : St + -hy 
ſtate, (for'I have — oa  ancting tohave the. 
roet'o the matter:in them.Y45e | hs 
:Neither-can- I fap;; how ruch Igroraiies Tha: 
confift with Frue Grace : But yet rack : £ OTANn %5 
is very-miſchievous ; for-it robsGod'o k ——4 
andthe Soul of "Comfort ; and GY Jak = 
| , and My. ing ag a 


 - rence, ” Hocanſe 1 it bath. a rende ns Ir icare 
wo, pm Creatures out-'of Eaby- 
ths, by removing the —_ From their + 

ND 


P rohibited rang f Fig ro roy 
” em or ar if 
= 


po? in w Mer tisc cow © ſoq 


ſagles Angutiat-- bub anater pi 
Redken. 4, t all. Opponents can. Anſwer; 
Yea further, if Chriſtians are under defection, 
Cloudsg. os Temptavions,..of what: Tort.or fize 
ſoever, in Confering, among Ex —_—_ Chri- 
ſtians, "they often meet.yith. relic. 
For herein one Soul is made: In{trumeatal, " | 
reſolving the.doubegof- another. 4 1 1A 
» Hereby I-come toe, that others} have; he 
— fame inward trayble-ahd: exerciſe: with.my falf.; 
_ Hereby 1 diſcern;rhatahe HolyrSpirit Works the 
ſame way in my Hearty as it:dach-an other-Chrje 
Ttianss And this gixes-great lights kntQ my ate, 
HE; Exe@llent; nie...” - IT 
#$ *Hereby Sarans-ſubrile malice. is often, bail, 
| fox Lice others have the fame Temptations, Cor: 
AMi&ions; and Burdens Cw priyp—s 
undex as infuppercable; 7. OOT's "3 
| Before 'twas Sarans Intereſt to + to perſuade wes 
that my-condition.was unparra aleFd, -apdthere- Y 
fore deſparate; But, when the Soare--is/diſcc- 
vered:; 'tis half-broken.: - 4s 2 tan 7 
For which Reaſon (1 doubt not) but Satan is a 
£ Sr reat. Enemy to.Chriſtiati Conferencey. apd:wo! 
uffer none (could he prevent it.).. And 1.cthink 
It —_ County their while, who-decry .this-pra- 


uely:to conſider) whoſe cauſe theg-09 

Eſpoo 30 K7 | if i 9 Ack 
+I think ir needleſs, to. produce any afore Ar- | 
goments, tho much more might be.added tothe 
ſame Efte& ; And.every ſenſible Reader may ee, 
that every Argurheat, i 1s capeen Impray 
ment. ' | 7 | $© 17 ad$55 
2 


þY: for the Objections agninſt this Chriſta 
- Praftice (1' confeſs, 1 never! met with: any: © 


weight ):and indeed, the Nature of the ahings 
ſuch; as will admit. of -no material Objection, 
that-chiefly. inſiſted on is this, (/iz) . -- 

- Thoſe: Conferences (fay- ſome) have: thisEnib 


tendency, that it puffs Men up. with Pride, and. * 


- -Oftentation, Men come to ſhew their parts, and , 
0 deadmired, with many-other Sintiter-E; 
they: have in' Exerciſing-their Gifts, and there: 
fore they by had much better let it alone; : : Ofc, — 
' Ungo-w; ror ga FR of 
- This Objection carries a ſpecious preten 
: GT firſt ask this Objettor, how he can 
prove this diſmal charge.” - 
We 4 it :frombis own Experience and ſo mea- 
Lrin all Men. by himſelf 7 (But this. is -no good 
_ Proof )-for.tho I may not hate attained to.fuclt 
e of -Mortification,.yet- it.doth not ls 
_ - that none elſe have attain'd it ? - - 5: 
"And: Þeſides, Spiritual- Pride is-a- Heart: Gin, 
(and confider'd as ſuck )-*tis -open to none, but 
the ſearcher of. Hearts. ' 'And therefore, - __ 
Snelt: a - Peremptory: conchufion is a palpable 
Breach of Chriſtian Charity, 1 Cor. 13. 


True 


' any thing of--like »Nature, he finds a Vi 
Principle + in- him, -mugh | of the ſame Nature 
with his Temptation, which he labours to-blow 


Temptation hath an Aptirude to. draw, 


EEE, Flaws 4 and on addi Es 6: on 
- « ah ls K: =... = & k Pa” 15 x at 2 7 _ . - IE 
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me. > hope, ahd. | 


beticnes and: Tore peer my fellow Oueſt 
ans, and of all their Aions, lpecialy) _w 


as ſeem to be ell'dat Gods Glory. 
The humble is much at. home and «ſteems 


another;better then himſelf, and puts-the; maſt 
favourable aſtbeFil: on the pradiiecs of Os 


thers.— ©. FEE 
Bux further, Spirituak Pride (as one weltob- 
ſerves)-is of ſo ſubrilg:;a Nature, chat if- it can 


_ hnd no-0ther: Foundations *rwill build on humj- 


lity it (elf; fa-that;ia Man; ſhall-- be /Progd of 
his very! Hamility ; --iAnd+if ſo - then-ithe- 8 
jecor. .us '<qually Obaxious to the. Ie 
Forp-/+ «© - 
He may be as Proud. of-his a Hom | 
lity, in keeping away: from/a Conference (andy 
ſuch a pretence)- as he-that frequents*hem; - 
But again, we all know, / (or :00ght-404 


that tis no Sin to. be tempted to-the ,vyeſt-i 


iety, (no further).-then+we comply..wit | 
,emptation, Chriſ# was ;— 2 to s Jar, 


1 and to Worſhip the Devil, Mat, 4 


But alagd -we cannot lay as bs wth 3% kg 


of this World: cometh, , but. finds nothing in ime-)g 


When Satan tempts. a-poor Believer to Pride;.@r 


up to a compliance with his Suggeſtion ; And 


Corruption; dur; yet .1 am no further culps 


than I comply. The Fleſh lufteth _ the —_ 


4 hPauh Gd, Maſe 
hat ye- cannot. doe things th ruſs 


Oc: 
Ble fled be God for: this/contrary Principle, 
thar' op [thee Intereſt: of: the Fleſh and the 


DevilsFor though? Vicannor: be asgood: as 1 + 


would be;-yet Fam not: bad/as Sin-and Satan 


_ * would fain make me: And therefore, -— 


-{AVihen <ir-this," ori-any': other: Duty? Satan 
watching 'tor afit Seaſong.to-Blow up Pride in 
meant laboprs' ro' mix this Temptation” with 

RO, yer:vhis ſhail-not hurt me, ifi 
&-it,: reſiſt *it,}:loatit it, cxyt0- Heaven-s- 


| of it; and-if ſo, God will never charge this Sin 
Or me, and if he*acquit me, I difregard all 
_ Accuſarions /Thar Sim ſhall never be chargd 
_. _ on thee; Aiith Mr; Bawter, which thou hateſt 


wore than loveſt and which thou wouldft rather | 


Wit than keep, 


never ncoels to our Spirits than we are [aware 


"2 d by permiſſion from aboveg, he doth 
Ce hee impoſe upon v8 the greateſt Falhoods i uma- 
_ eſpecially if the Conſtitution' be Me- 


6 25 well as others, he oft-times transforms 
Niel init0 an Angel of Zipht,. and\under this 
a D begutteth unwary Souls to: a _— of 
Doty, under'the colour of Humikty ; or 
if be cart keep them from their Duty-by , any 
rh NED heem: with tn 1? 
KOES es em, 


wo mein " "OE PORT; ETON. -- —_ A  _ TG i 
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at ye would 


ſit. -deſiving; nothing. more than a ziddance | 


ondly, Satary- being: A i Spirit, hath 


or! Diſorder ds And doubtleſs, in this 


FINS 


ve. es 


- an _——  ——— $0 ER 


qſipmrtcivitie) as w\ vi &y do; it 
| therefore they had better ke” ir' fe UN W- 
| -avoid the occaſion, 5113 * $2977 "Seer... 
_ +(AndTddubt fiot) but ie oleh! wnoſſeſſes, 
Soul with: prejudice- againſt-*orhers, *td 
' him believe, that they alſo have Siniſter Fd 
what they do-3 (And by this Means) he event 
my being profitable to  hreony "or thenkto*nje- 
So tint” ME thy iear: Chriſtian Friend - 
labouriffs to 'Edify me, ' by his Pius Gounſ 
ſuch a prejudice (in'me) "ſhall render” his Ex den - - 
yours wholly abbortive, &c.- 7” T8L-20v 


"29,4 - 


|  Sneh filly ſtvff the Father of Lies; tke: FI =! 
ing Sophiſter, labours to tinpoſe on pdor” | 
to amaze and 'bewilder them, chiefly to'Þteve 
their doing Good i n theiy' Place ar {Ge | 


But; FEY C7 Dit 
IPo"are not Jenorant of bs Devices, 2. Py oy 
In: - 127 WOT 


I confeſs: | have Delis admir@* "that 

Apoſtle; '2who '{o nie BN Exhorts" 5188, 

| to-imploy-their Gift ST Ch 

1 12.'1 Pet; 4. = 1 Cor 14." $ fo ſparin? 

this Catition;” viz. To nes os fir: 

ride ina of them,” NEIL 

I find no-ſach*Caurion'iri expye! 

| it be ſometimesimplied : 240 
' |' -(Notibot the cautionrts "Oy and eur 

I ay, the | Apoſtle* ſeems" very ſparing. 

, | when be ſo often preſſes Chriſfians'ts 

{| gifts, forin' the”: place abovo'cited; r* Cor, Ln 
FA whols:Chaprer'f nt (chiefly'on 

fubjeet) directing and pert wading belitvetft5 

imploy 


or nappa Come' chink) ; = chiefly this, be- 
AS bl Ages'ot-the -Chnreh, -: there 
' peh plenuifuk Effuſions of "the. | dleſſed 


tits - 3 wo - pg} 6H 


= ſong Love Chriſt, and-to each other, 

och, Tenkble aſſurance, -and/fweet-Communion 
with ,- ſuch a. Burning, Zeal for Gods Glory, 
2c i good: of: Souls; +thari.chere was, little 


oem-tor:Pride-to' exert it-ſelf (and therefore) 
> Jeſs need of ſuch@cantion. | 


is true, - this warſt-of - Weeds-will:grow in 
Abel. pf hos 


t.ab -tis chi y-for want of fo flouriſhing 
and "heavenly. A, Frame of Souh,-as aboveſaid : 
p « no wonder if itabound'in our Frozen Age, 
Haier erein .Communjog; with God 1s:.a- Paradox ; 
cher i as there that ſweet Intimacy and Famili- 
; DEUISFELS, AER fe Iod 
Jour. (as One: fays)-allay we'in; half a Year: 
And, bis trangeneſs among Ghriſtians js .an 
of 'Qrade,..and;the way to cure:it is a Hea- 
yen y ntimacy, which, is every. were; cotn- 
zanded...and 4: Now Chriſtian Con- 
Teretice batt this Happy tendency, it.bring Chri- 


Aﬀed _ 5 Ants tþis doth not foment 


20 F f Texting his deir 


his Famjly-?/ Or 
Friends ; 1 wink 


i&-2tis- as true, - »that : where 


eda;it-lets them ttito'-cach * 


” ſing g (nihout ofa 1 
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| -it-Non-ſenſe, for 'tis granted (on all hands) 
1, Chat Oſtentation is moſt apt to exert its ſelf 
among ſtrangers, eſpecially if the Company be 
great, either in Number or Quality ; but truly 
there's little danger of this in Chriſtian Confe- 
rences, where, both Number and Quality are 
. wanting, | 
\ ,- But, however, could Pelievers attain to fo 
happy a Frame of following God; as dear Chil- 
dren, would they preſs hard after the ncarelt 
and cloſeſt Communion with God, and love one 
another with a pure Heart fervently, as the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks, they would: ſoon find all Pride 
to-wither away, like 7onab's Gourd, as not-be- 
ing able to grow, under the Sacred Beams of 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, they would find their 
whole Soul fo taken up, with the Senſe of Di- 
vine Favour, that they would fgel themſelves 
under a holy Neceſlity of being, and doing the 
whole Will of God; For, 2 Cor. 5. The love of 
Chriſt conſirains us, Fut this being no direct 
Anſwer. to the Objedion above; and therefore, 
Secondly, to come-cloſe to the Matter, 1- asK 
any Opponent, Whether Chriſtian Conference be 4 
Duty, or not ? | | 
It he thinks nor, let him produce his Argu- 
ments; or, if he grant it, then all Objections 
vaniſh into Smoak: For, Duty is Duty, not to 
be Diſputed, but Practiſed, Surely I am not 
to neglect my Duty, upon the Account of ſome 
Inconventiencies that accidentally may our, in 
the diſcharoe of that Duty. - 
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ation is moſt aj ap 20 xert he 2 
+ "among ftr the Com 
ne arocers, abacty ike Company be 
| there's little danger of this in Cbriſtian Confe- 
Fences, where, both Number and Quality are 
1 : . wanting, | 
F But, however, could Believers attain to ſo 
4 | happy a Frame of following, God; as dear Chil- | 
- dren, would they preſs Rirg after the neareſt 
q and eloſeſ Communion with God, and love one 
| another with a pure Heart fervently, as the A- 
{ poſtle ſpeaks, they would: ſoon find all/ Pride 
to-wither away, like:Jonab's Gourd, as not'be- 
ing able to grow, under the Sacred Beams of 
the Sun of R bteouſneſs, they would find their 
whole Soul Fl taken up, with the Senſe of Di- 
4 wine Favour, that they would fgel themſelves 
'F. under a holy Neceflity of beinz, and doing the 
jj whole Will of coy For, -2 Cor."5. The lone of 
|. Chriſt conſirains -us. | Fur this being no! direct 
\ Anfwer'to the Objelion above; and therefore, 
Secondly, to come-cloſe to the Matter, 1- 25K 
any Opponent, Whether Chriſtian Confetence be a 
Duty, or 'not 7 
It he thinks not; let 4him produce his Argn- 
ments; or, if he grant it, 'then all Objections 
* | © vaniſh into Smoak: For, Dury i is Duty; not to 
4 be Diſputed, but Prattiſed, Surely I am got 
4 to neglect my Duty, upon: the Account of ſome 
*F - Inconveniencies 5 x <p may our, in 
FF rhe Oſettarge' of that Duty:. - 


But, 


T 2% ; a8 


But, Gly him Contn ey a Dates. 35 hath; 
been Bobs Keg ,and theref Ce not.to: be neg exedy: 
for fear of atting Pride jn_the diſcharan Þ "1 
for He that hath enjoyn n'd.it, hath alſo ISA 
Aſſiſtance in the diſcharge. of it; oth ih 4 
well Accompliſh'd Miniffer | may on the ſame, 
grounds quit that honourable Poſt, for he hath. 
the ſame Corruption, and 1s liable to the ſame 
Temptation ; But, | 

Of al thoſe that have deſerted.the Miniſtry; | 
I never could hear them alledge this, as a Rea= 
ſon for their diſcontinuance; or, if they had, 
*ris a very lame Reaſon..... . 

Why, 1 may as well kay, I will not Pray, leſt 

I ſhould have yain Thoughts in Prayer : .or, Pl! 
not Receive, becauſe ſome do it unworthily : or, 
FIl not read the Serigenr es, becauſe. 1 am liable 
to miitakes: I'll hide my Talent. i ina Nap- 
kin, for fear PF Pride; in the uſe of it: or, Vil 
put 'my Candle under a, Buſhel, leſt my Neigh- 
bour ſhould Tee, his way. by it, and fo k me. 
And theſe ( for Subſtance} are, of the. me.Ba- 
ture, with thoſe Arguments that.Aare brought a- 
gain{t Conferences ; But, 

Such Arguments : are Ridiculous, and deſerve 
Ao other Aniwer, but; Contempt. - 


- 


: Second chem, ; 

Some further Qbjett : A en, {ay they, 4 
Confereyces, take pos them ta. Interpret Scr- 7 By 
which'is not their uſtnefs,, « Eut-the Pork of Mint- 


FS... 
Por: Anſwer. 
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rameade Fo 


© Anſwer, This Obje&ion favours of 'greft 1g- 


- |,” Yidrance; one would think the Perſor! that Forths 


this Obje&ion, was one of -Bellzyminc%s Pupils, 


. Paſquez., "Cajetan, or f6me other of the Poſh _ + 
Doctors: For, this Objection was Originally 
- formd" in their Forge , but .1 dare fay, he thar, 


-” 


ſtarts this'Objeftion,” is no Interpreter of Scri- 


'pfbre; or" if he be, *1'can ſhew him. berter An: 


notatfogs on . this Head; it' will greatly puzzlz 
and perplex him, to prove that rione#may Open 


oy enpret Scriptures, but only Minlſters.  ! 
think 1 


Mn! othing more” obvious than this,” That 

I''S*every Cir, Drty"to labour after-a fo!l 
&$ þ ; TR. bb £52 - Wh 1. = ; " : 

Inowledge of the Si res; but thathe can 


never have, it he muſt not, in a Senſe, Inter- 


pret them :., 


And how ſhall I know whether Miniſters 1n- 


' terpretatian be right, or no ? but by comparing 


it with Scripture, As 17.11. 12. 8.20. And 
what ſignifies my, comparing it, if Ido not un- 
derſtand it ?* And: how can I underſtand it, "if 1 
nyo newer? EE 
Indeed, if any did' Reje& the help of Mint- 


ſters: the ObjeQion had ſome Senſe and Weight 


£2.42 


in it - bat I know no ſuch,  therefore'the Ob- 


jeftion is not only friviſous, bur very faulty. 
Tis truly ſaid of the Scriptures, That a'Lamb 
may wade init,” and at Elephant ſwim. For-fome 
obſcure Texts, being ' profoundly Myſterjous, 
do puzzte*the meſt Learned Criricks : And we 
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ſee, the, ableſt” Expoſitors Sreatly differ intheir 


Conceptions abour them : © But the main Current 
of Scripture lies on the* level with mean Capact- 
ties. FA 
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r-Rractical Godlinels, +15 not ſo Converſanc .. 
with that part of Scripture, -which is ſo, obſcare 
and: doubtfnl, but with that part which is more 
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eaſily underſtood. . 4 | | 
_ But again, Why .may not private Chriſt:ans 
Interpret. Scripture; at leaſt ſo far forth as their 
Duty and-Intereſt 4s concerned : For, .have we 
not. the: Aſſiſtance. of Miniſters ? . Have' we not 
variety af Annotations, Expoſitions, Learned 
Commentaries, / and ſucceflive Preaching ? And 
what's all. this for? but that we rightly, under- 
ſtand, and apply the” Seripture. And, what 
_ mult the- Scripture, (watwithſtanding all this,) 
Tilt-be as a Sealed Book? where will thoſe dark 
Concluſions terminate? But, | 
Again, hath not every True- Believer the 
Promiſe of the Holy Spirit, -to lead him into all 
Truth, 7ohn +4. And doth not this bleſſed Spi- 
Tit.open the Underſtanding ? Is it not an Un- 
ction from the Holy One, s Jobs 2: 20? Is it 
not a Light ſet up in the Soul, illuminating and 
teaching the Soul to-diſcern the Mind of God in 
Scripture? Nay, further, is not the Scripiture, 
in many Points, its own Interpreter, and there- 
fore the beſt; (Light is felf-evidencing ?) 
But-again, private Chriſtzans Interpreting the 
Scripture, is not-in oppokition to Miniſters, nei- 
ther doth-it invalidate their Learned Labours ; 
but *fis in ſubſervient Concurrency with them, 
- and renders their -work-the more ſucceſsful. * 
What though ſome private Chriſtians are dull, 
and unintelligible, yer it doth not follow, Fur 
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. | - of very capacious. Intelle&ts, piercing Judgments, 
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private © Chriſtians 


_ quick Javentions, ſtrong Memories, with other 
Natural Endowments, ar beyond ſome Mini- 


| ters, as is abundantly evident. 


_- Now. when God hath bcen pleaſed to.Sandti- 
_ kteall theſe natural Endo wments, and. added ſu- 
pernatural Gifts when the ſtream of their moſt 
intenſe Thoughts: and Genius, -is .turn'd. into 
the Scripture-Channel ;. Why. may not_ ſich a 
Perſon be able to Open and Apply oe Scripture? 
And if able, ,ſhew me that Text that, prohibits 
him; but if t there, be .no-ſuch Text, 'all-Unſeris- 
| ptural Prohibitiogs herein are EY I find 
the Majority of Objeftors againſt this .Praftice 
are very ignorant People, that can neither give 
a Reaſon, nor-receive it when giyen : For, 

Why may not my Soul beprofited by a "Lay- 
Man, as well. as by a Clergy-Man ? 

May. not an. Earthen Pot contain -a precious 


Ointmen May not a leaden Pipe convey living 


Water ? Or, why may not a poor Shepherd 
dire me as right in the way, as the Sheriff of 
the County ? (Nay, perchance better y) as know= 
ing it better: Doth the Beloved tear the Let 
| ter ſent from her Lover,becauſe a Porter brought 
it ? Or, is the_Meſlage rejected, becauſe ſent 
by an inferiour Hand? The: Application is 
_ eaſkie; 
Doth the ſick n refuſe the proper Medi- 

Bir} becauſe the Door _ not "_ hime 
elf ?© 


And 


ade) why = 1 OWEN 
my Erivw, what 4 2 have learned of 1,nor nk 
Doth not'eve little, \rtikcer the ſame ?* Aygd 
why not the Chrittian2- Bur I ſhall defit, though 
ſomewhat, abruptly. - There are a few other 
Obje&ions,' Hor ſo trivial, that 1 think' them © 
not worth mentioning," much lefs Anſwering: | 
Nevertheleſs, whatever Objeftion may be rai- 
ſed by any "Opponent, 1 think-it may receive a 
Plenary Anſwer from! the precedent Diſcourſe, 
Many) « other Reaſons might - be produced ; bur 
qud multa; for, 1have herein ſtudied Conciſe- 
neſs and Brevity-: Aud" when 1 fee theſe: few 
'Arghments well Anſwered, [ FEET) a Rejoyn- 
Wor; þ Log now ante... NP CA 
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. Afhort View of ſome Refleftions; made by 

a Nameleſs Azthor ; with | ſome” remarks wpoir 
the Union:in:the late Agreement. in DoTrine, 'a- 
mong the diſſeariog Minifters.in £9497, price 62. 
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ſannah Yeats, "with her funeral Sermon, by Tho 
Wording Miniſter;* Price 6d. 
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12, Chriſtianity the great Myſtery, in anſwer 
to 8 late Treatiſe, Chriſtianity not Myſterious; 
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| 2. Refurre@ion. 3- The Myſtery of Saints nor 
| dying but changed. 4. Judgement. 5- The de- 
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"TD Vs " Reported; odd radi” 3 
ſtriouſly ſpread abroad, That the Des. 
tlaration againit Antinomian Erroars, il 
. &c, was not Conſidered, and Appro= 2 Y 
| ved of by the C ongregational Miniſters in, 
and about this City, ( which is in Pars, 
Conmtradiftion to he T :itle-Page,and Prefa as 
We, whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſrk 
bed, to the end the Truth of Mais Ft, 
of Fat may , Appear to the ConviQtion-" F: 
of Every Reader , do Declare, That, To 4 q 
 cepting I'wo or Three Miniſters, who fy 4 
under the fame Denomination with us, to 


' whom we thought. not fit to Communi« | 
cate the ſaid Declaration) All the Paſtors Wa 

| Compgregational Churches, in, and about this 

City, did Corſider, and Vnanimanſy Ed 0 

their 7 preg  * 7 
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